Maori are the indigenous people
 of Aotearoa New Zealand:
· Maori are the descendants of the first people to successfully settle here and establish a permanent society, so they were here from the start of human settlement, the usual meaning of “indigenous people”.
· Moriori are not a different ethnic group, they are descendants of the same Polynesian settlement as Maori.
· Moriori ancestors left Aotearoa after a few generations, and discovered and settled Rekohu (the Chatham Islands), where they lived as an iwi cut off from other Maori until the end of the eighteenth century.
· The myth that Moriori are a quite separate ethnic group, who pre-dated Maori here, was a theory put forward by two Pakeha ethnologists (Best and Smith), who got it wrong – but their idea was taken up by the School Journal and was taught to generations of schoolchildren.

· The legal meaning of “indigenous peoples” is different, that they are peoples whose countries have been colonised by later settlers, but who maintain their own distinctive culture and social structures.

· Maori are indigenous by this definition too.

· None of this is a threat to the rest of us.

· Non-Maori New Zealanders have a right to claim that we fully belong here, both by the Treaty and by history.

· But claims that the descendants of the more recent colonisers are also indigenous (or even that we are tangata whenua) ignore the real meanings of these words.

Where can you check these things out?

Michael King, Penguin History of New Zealand 

Michael King, Moriori: A People Re-discovered

Draft Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples - online at http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/E.CN.4.SUB.2.RES.1994.45.En?OpenDocument
Information about the International Day of the World's Indigenous People - www.converge.org.nz/pma/idwip05.htm
