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ABOUT CORSO

Corso is a non-governmental organisation with a sixty-year history of working for peace and justice. Founded to co-ordinate the relief and reconstruction effort in southern Europe after the Second World War, Corso has been at the forefront of the development and aid sector, a consistent advocate for the poor and an instrument for New Zealanders to support overseas communities and projects. Responding to challenges from international partners, Corso has recognised that it cannot build partnerships of solidarity without engaging in peace and justice work in our own country, Aotearoa New Zealand. This work necessarily involves us in the struggle to honour the Treaty of Waitangi and build greater recognition of Mäori legal and land rights. We have an active volunteer base (membership) of 35 and 1200 financial supporters across the country. An incorporated society with charity status, Corso has a National Co-ordinating Group and four local branches. All Corso work is done on a voluntary basis.

GENERAL POSITION

We strongly oppose the proposed Foreshore and Seabed Bill as unnecessary and inappropriate legislation which contributes to cultural division and disharmony in this country. We oppose the legislation on the basis that Mäori overwhelmingly reject it and because it does not provide a satisfactory long-term resolution to the issues.

LISTENING WITHOUT HEARING

While the Government did take the time to hold regional Hui and open meetings with Mäori, this did not seem to be a genuine consultation process in which the Government’s position was open to change. Corso is disappointed that the Government has chosen to disregard the total rejection of its proposals by Mäoridom. This lack of regard for Tangata Whenua marks a disturbing change in the direction and approach of the Crown.

A NEW TREATY BREACH

The settlements process, through the Waitangi Tribunal, has finally begun to address breaches of the Treaty in our history. The Waitangi Tribunal has found that the Foreshore and Seabed Bill would breach articles two and three of the Treaty. It is impossible to breach the Treaty, the cornerstone of our nation’s constitution, without doing long-term damage to race relations and the country’s international reputation.

MAORI RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Mäori rights to the land and sea are not derived from the legal system, but from the responsibilities of guardianship that form a vital part of Mäori culture. It is not possible to ignore these claims, nor to hope that they will be forgotten, or given up over time. Claims that have been consistently voiced for 160 years are claims that need to be addressed, and a long-lasting solution found for the good of all New Zealanders.

The weak concept of ancestral connection that would be created through the Resource Management Act will not provide Mäori with a way for exercising their rights and responsibilities. A just resolution is required, such as co-ownership and co-management with the Crown.

A WAY FORWARD

We urge Parliament to negotiate with Mäori in good faith to achieve a positive resolution to the issue of foreshore and seabed ownership and management. We believe that a more productive response to fears, yet unfounded, of hindered access to the beaches, would be to foster greater understanding of our history and the foundational place of the Treaty in the life of our nation. There is an urgent need for education work with both the young and old.

We acknowledge that honest negotiation on this issue may take a long time and be a difficult process. This is necessary if a long-term solution is to be found. Corso rejects the Foreshore and Seabed Bill as a knee-jerk reaction that will ultimately be seen as short-term political expediency when the chance for positive resolution was presented.

ORAL SUBMISSION

Corso would welcome the opportunity to speak to our submission, preferably in Dunedin, and request that the Committee travel to major centres and regional areas to enable all voices to be heard on the legislation.

